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Maybe the mood of these remarks comes from their 
being written during Dog Days. 
I am not sure where the ideas of "dog days" came 


period during the middle of the summer when the news- 
papers carried pictures of people frying eggs on the 
downtown sidewalk and your mother wouldn't let you 
go swimming because you might "catch hydrophobia."” 
Meaning rabies. 

It was an uncomfortable, unpleasant time of 
year during which everybody snapped at everybody 
else. I think that is why these remarks will be 
snappish. 

Within the past two or three weeks, I read an 
editorial that was supposed to be quite favorable 
toward planning. The point of the editorial was to 
complain about a legislative body that had failed 
to appropriate enough money to carry on a decent 
planning program. 

Then I came to 4 statement in which the writer 
said that of course he understood why the legislative 
body might be holding back a little, because planners 

"so often draw up elaborate plans for 
physical improvements without relating 
them to the community's ability to pay 
for them." 

I think it is high time a number of people who 
think that they are in favor of planning were dis- 
abused of this particular idea. Anyone who honestly 
examines the spate of wild, hare-brained schemes 
that are coming out these days all over the country 





will find the names of planners conspicuously absent 

from the list of backers. 

| I recall one scheme which would have cost the 
city $5 million if the promoters had been able to 

get it through. 

Who were these promoters? 

A couple of department store owners and two 
consulting engineering firms. There wasn't a planner 
in the bunch. 

In fact, the reason that the scheme was finally 
killed was because a couple of planners quietly 
demonstrated that the community couldn't pay for the 
Project. For this, the planners were nearly run 
out of town. 
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I know of another scheme which has gotten all 
sorts of national publicity. It's breath-taking! 
It's phenomenal! Only nobody has bothered to figure 
out how the community can pay for it. 

The men pushing it include an architect, a 
banker, a department store owner, a real estate 
promoter, and some others. Not a single planner 
among them. 

I know of one planning organization that year 
after year cuts off hundreds of millions of dollars 
of projects that non-planners push with all their 
strength, and which the planning agency knows cannot 
possibly be paid for by the taxpayers. 

I think, as planners, we should solemly swear 
that we will challenge this statement about planners 
not gearing their plans to the commnity's finances, 
every time we hear it from now on! 

Another little item that has been getting under 
my skin lately is this: 

"'Planning' is a nasty word to many 
people, so you must soft-pedal it." 

If you will watch this idea when it crops up, 
you will find that the speaker always disclaims that 
he thinks that planning is a nasty word; it's always 
some indefinite other person. 

Challenge this! Who thinks that it is a nasty 
word? Dig them up, trot them around, let them look 
me in the eye and say it! 

I think you will find the truth is that this is 
just another one of those myths that get themselves 
embedded in our talking - and consequently in our 
thinking. 

At least, let me never hear a true planner say 
anything like that. 

My third and final Dog Day beef has been building 
up for several years. I can't even estimate how 
many times I have been in meetings in and around 
planning at which some well-meaning citizen or some 
well-meaning public official has risen to say 

"The trouble with you planners is that 
you don't get out and sell planning. 
A lot more cities would plan if they 
know more about it." 

What this person has meant is that all planners 
in their spare time should go around the countryside 
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EDITORIAL - cont. 
to places where there is no planning commission and 
sell the people on the idea of starting one. 

The way I figure it, the average planner is 
working for something between 60 and 90 hours each 
week trying to straighten out the messes in his own 
city. If you allow him 40 hours a week for sleeping 
(that is almost 6 hours each night) he could scrape 
up aminimum of 38 hours each week for this missionary 
work. 

To put it bluntly: planners have neither time 
nor money to spend out beating the drum for planning. 

Besides, why should they? 

The demands for planning advice and planners 
are now so great that it is absolutely impossible to 
fill them. One successful consultant told me that he 
didn't have a single job in his office that he had 
sought in any way - every bit of work had come to him 
uninvited. Indeed, he turned down jobs regularly. 

You can develop a logical argument to show that 
planners should do everything possible to avoid 
"selling" planning. If you build up an overpowering 
recognition of the need for planning in 4 community, 
you can't give that community good technical help; 
you are quite likely to do both the community and 
planning more harm than if you had done nothing. 

It's the old adage: Better let sleeping dogs 
lie: 

Which gets us back to Dog Days. I'm quite sure 
that it is a good thing that Dog Days come only once 
a@ year. (DOH) 





GRIN AND BEAR IT By Lichty 
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“The problems facing Congress aren't so bad, gentlemen .. . now, when | was 
on my home town planning commission, considering the porking problem . . .” 


Reprinted courtesy George Lichty 
and the Chicago Sun-Times Syndicate 








CONFERENCE INFORMATION . 


THE 1954 NATIONAL PLANNING CONFERENCE PROGRAM 
has been sent to you. We'll see you in 
Philadelphia! 


REGISTRATION at the Conference will be facilitated 
for you if you return to us the tentative 
registration card sent with the Preliminary 
Program. You need only pick up your official 
registration card and your badge at the 
Advance Registration desk, where they will 
be already prepared for you. 


HOTEL RESERVATIONS should be made immediately. 
Attendance is expected to go over Detroit's 
1,000 participants. Use the Benjamin 
Franklin Hotel card, or mention ASPO when 
you write for a room. 


THE JOB MARKET SESSION takes place Sunday after- 
noon, September 26. A mimeographed listing 
of planning positions currently available 
will be distributed. Please send a brief 
summary of positions available in your 
agency (stating salary and qualifications) 
to the ASPO office by September 10 for in- 
clusion in this listing. 


SPECIAL MEETINGS to be held on Tuesday evening, 
September 28, include the Federation of 
Student Planning Organizations, Statewide 
Planning Associations, and Planning School 
alumni. 














YEARBOOK DELAY 


In last month's Newsletter we announced 
that "Planning 1953," the proceedings of the 
1953 National Planning Conference, would be 
distributed during the first week in July. We 
regret very much to report that the Yearbook 
has not yet gone out. 

An explanation is due you. Because of an 
unusual number of printer's errors, the book 
could not go from first proof to printing 4s 
is customary; a second proof was necessary. 
Even so, we were promised delivery about May l. 
Delay after delay occurred but we were def- 
initely assured that the books could be distri- 
buted July 1, hence the announcement in the 
July Newsletter. Again the promise was not 
kept by the printer, and the books were not 
shipped until July 30. They arrived in the 
office as this Newsletter was going to press. 
However, the stamping on the binding was in- 
correct and the books have had to be shipped 
back to the printer for correction. 

We hope very much that you will receive 
"Planning 1953" before the end of August. Need- 
less to say, there will be another printer 
next year. 
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MOVING SIDEWALKS 


A moving sidewalk was recently installed in 
the underground station of the Hudson and Manhattan 
Railroad in Jersey City, New Jersey, to carry passen- 
gers to the suburban trains of the Erie Railroad 
Terminal. The 460-foot continuous conveyor belt, 
5-1/2 feet wide, 5/8 of an inch thick, negotiates 
a 10° grade at the rate of 120 feet a minute (or 
about half the average walking speed on the level). 
The city of New York is considering replacing the 
shuttle service between Grand Central Station and 
Times Square, a distance of four long blocks, with 
a two-way conveyor belt which will move along an 
wuiderground route. In Cincinnati, there is discus- 
sion of a two-way passenger subway conveyor belt 
in the central business area. Cleveland is consid- 
ering a circling "speedwalk" to carry shoppers and 
workers underground from its central transportation 
terminal throughout the downtown section. Plans 
for a five-block-long moving sidewalk leading from 
parking lots on the perimeter of the central busi- 
ness district to the heart of downtown, are being 
investigated by a large southeastern city. A large 
city in Texas is contemplating a two-way elevated 
belt which would go through the major department 
stores and office buildings. 

A 100-mile rubber road to carry iron ore from 
Cleveland to Youngstown and Pittsburgh, and coal 
back north, has been under consideration for some 
years. Conveyor belts have been used for many years 
to transport coal, iron ore and produce over dis- 
tances up to six miles. Another proposed conveyor 
belt for Ohio is a five-mile cargo carrier to elimi- 
nate ship traffic in the winding, narrow Cuyahoga 
River. 

large shopping centers, one in Califormia,and 
one in New York, with parking facilities for over 
2,000 cars, are planning to install moving side- 
walks for the convenience of customers. A new cen- 
ter in southwest Los Angeles has asked for bids on 
& network of moving walks to cover its 900 acres. 
An amusement park in California and a stadium in 
the Middle West are thinking of using them to handle 
the crowds. Airports are other prospective customers 
to make it easier for the passengers to traverse 
the distance from administration buildings to the 
planes. One large eastern airport is planning to 
build a 700-foot-long moving sidewalk. A proposed 
$4 million bus terminal in Flushing, New York, would 
include a subsurface "speedwalk" from the terminal 
to the Flushing subway station. 

The pioneer inventor of conveyor belts, Thoms 
Robins, Sr., predicts that "we are entering a new 
| era of mechanization in which conveyors will per- 
form more of the work now done by trucks, railroad 
cars and other equipment that runs on wheels. The 
time is not far distant when you will see conveyors 
carrying coal, ore and other bulk materials across 
vhole states at great speed and at enormous savings 
in cost." 














ILLUSTRATION AT RIGHT SHOWS A LOADING 
AND UNLOADING PLATFORM FOR A RAILROAD 
TERMINAL. "TRANSPORTATION FOR THE MODERN 
City," THe GoooveaR TIRE AND RuBBER Co., 
AND STEPHENS-ADAMSON MANUFACTURING CO. 


POPULATION SHIFTS IN LOS ANGELES 


The population of Los Angeles County has in- 
creased 43,524 since April 1, and there has been 
a net gain of 738,880 since the federal census of 
1950, according to figures just released by the 
Los Angeles County Regional Planning Commission. 
Total population stands at an estimated 4,890,567. 
The net gain in less than four years is about equal 
to adding Pittsburgh or New Orleans. About four- 
fifths of the growth occurred outside the city of 
Los Angeles, and about one-fifth of the total gain 
was in the growing portion of Los Angeles. 

A special census of the city of Los Angeles 
made last September recorded a loss of nearly 71,000 
persons in some two-thirds of the city's census tracts 
since the 1950 census. This is a shrinkage of 8.6 
per cent for 226 of the city's 363 census tracts 
covering the whole central portion of the city. The 
downtown area lost over 12 per cent. Offsetting 
this loss in the central area was a population gain 
of 205,186 in the outlying parts of the city. 


NEW “CITIES” 


Plans have been announced for construction of 
a $100 million suburban city only 12 minutes from 
downtown Denver, 4-1/2 miles north of the city 
limits. The 2,000-acre hilltop site will be developed 
with 6,000 three- and four-bedroom homes, a complete 
business district, shopping centers, schools, parks 
and playgrounds. Construction is scheduled to start 
the first of next year. 

A residential subdivision to be developed in 
Houston has been announced as a 15,000 home develop- 
ment with shopping centers, schools, office buildings 
and other community facilities, to cost an estimated 
$200 million. A 4,000-acre tract has been purchased 
for the new commnity which is expected to grow into 
a city with a population of 6,000 (almost the size 
of Galveston). 
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POSITIONS AVAILABLE 





U. S. CIVIL SERVICE ESTABLISHING REGISTERS FOR PLANNERS 


The United States Civil Service Commission 
has announced examinations for City Planners to 
fill departmental and field positions. This 
is the first time that the Commission has 
recognized city planning as a profession, and 
will establish registers for city planners. 
Positions are for grades GS-7 to GS-15. Salary 
range, $4,205-10,800. 

Examinations have also been announced for 
Landscape Architect, grades GS-5 to GS-15. 
Salary range, $3,410-10,800. 

Applications far the above positions should 
be made on Form 57, available from post offices 
or the United States Civil Service Commission. 
Show title of examination and announcement 
number (City Planner - No. 410; Landscape 
Architect - No. 409). Separate registers will 
be established for each grade. Competitors will 
be rated on the basis of statements in their 
applications for the grades or salary levels 
which they will accept and for which they are 
qualified. File applications with United 
States Civil Service Commission, Washington 
25, D. C. 











Charlotte, North Carolina: Charlotte Plan- 
ning Board. Director of Planning. Salary $7,000- 
$8,000. Qualifications: adequate engineering, 
technical training, and administrative experience 
in city planning. Write to W. W. Hanks, Chairman, 
Charlotte Planning Board, City Hall, Charlotte, 
North Carolina. 








Chicago, Illinois: National Committee on 
Urban Transportation. Staff Director. Salary, 
$8 ,000-10 ,000, depending on qualifications. Quali- 
fications: college degree, supplemented by graduate 
work in public administration, planning or related 
fields, with 4 or mare years of experience in some 
field of public planning or public administration, 
including some supervisory experience. To serve 
as coordinator on long-term research project to 
develop standards and procedures for solving local 
transportation problems. (ASPO is one of six 
national organizations represented on the Committee. 
For details of the Committee and its objectives, 
see the June Newsletter, page 50.) Desirable 
qualifications include knowledge of urban trans- 
portation problems and traffic engineering; ability 
in analyzing statistical and social and economic 
data; ability in writing and editing; ability in 
planning and organizing work of committees, organi- 
zations and city officials, and in public rela- 
tions. Committee office will be located at 1313 
East 60th Street, Chicago, Illinois. Duties to 
begin as soon as possible after October l. 

Write to Orin F. Nolting, Secretary, National 
Committee on Urban Transportation, 1313 East 60th 
Street, Chicago 37, Illinois. 








Dayton, Ohio: City Plan Board. Assistant 
City Planner. Salary, $5,252-5,792. Qualifica- 
tions: degree in city planning, architecture or 
landscape architecture. Experience desirable. 
Write to Robert A. Flynn, Director of Planning, 
630 Municipal Building, Dayton, Ohio. 





Denver, Colorado: Department of Zoning 
Administration. Zoning Administrator. Salary, 
$6,600-8,100. Qualifications: bachelor's degree 
in architecture or an engineering field related 
to municipal planning, or an advanced degree in 
city planning, city management or law. At least 
5 years responsible experience in one or several 
of the following fields: property design, develop- 
ment or operation; city planning; city management; 
architecture; law; engineering field related to 
municipal planning; or administration and organi- 
zation. Write to Mary L. Bromme, Recruitment 
Division, Budget and Personnel Office, City and 
County Building, Denver 2, Colorado. 





Fayetteville, North Carolina: City Planning 
Board. Draftsman. Salary, $3,600. Qualifications: 
degree in civil engineering, architecture or 
landscape architecture; or high school graduate 
with courses in engineering, drafting or mapping, 
and 2 years experience. Send brief summary of 
education and experience to Frank Ventura, Planning 
Director, City Planning Board, City Hall, Fayette- 
ville, North Carolina. 





Greeley, Colorado. Planning Engineer. Salary, 
$4 ,400-6,600. Qualifications: degree in planning 
with engineering background and experience in city 
plaming. Write to B. H. Cruce, City Manager, City 
Hall, Greeley, Colorado. 





Lakewood, Ohio. Planning Director. Salary, 
open. Qualifications: degree in city planning; 
experience in planning and redevelopment. Write, 
giving training and experience, references, recent 
photo, expected salary, and date of availability, 
to Harlan F. Bartels, City Engineer, 14532 Lake 
Avenue, Lakewood 7, Ohio. 





Madison, Wisconsin. Associate Planner. 
Salary, $5,410-6,310. Qualifications: degree 
in city planning or related field, with at least 
3 years experience in a planning office; graduate 
degree in planning or closely related field may 
be substituted for 1 year of experience. Write 
to Walter K. Johnson, Planning Director, City Plan 
Commission, City Hall, 2 W. Mifflin Street, Madison 
3, Wisconsin. 





Nashville, Tennessee. Planning Analyst. 
Salary, $5,000-6,000, depending on qualifications. 
Qualifications: master's degree in planning with 
2 years experience in professional planning, or 
equivalent. To work on preparation and application 
of city-county master plan. Write to (cont.) 
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POSITIONS AVAILABLE — cont. 

Irving Hand, Director of Plans and Research, City 
and County Planning Commissions, 305 City Office 
Building, Second and South Lindsley Avenues, 
Nashville, Tennessee. 


Rockford, Illinois: City-County Planning 
Commission. Research Analyst. Salary commensu- 
rate with training and experience. Qualifica- 
tions: experience in research in city planning or 
allied field. Write to Richard E. Arms, Planning 
Director, Old City Hall, Rockford, Illinois 








St. Petersburg, Florida. Senior Planner. 
Salary, $4,600-5,500. Qualifications desired: 
master's degree in city planning, civil engineer- 
ing, traffic engineering, sociology, political 
science, geography, statistics, architecture, or 
landscape architecture; some experience. Deadline 
for filing applications, September 11, 1954. 
Unassembled type examination scheduled for 
September 22. Forms and further information 
available from Civil Service Commission, Room 
218, City Hall, St. Petersburg, Florida. 





Washingto, D. C. Highway Planning Engineer. 
Salary, $4,205-4,955. Qualifications: graduate 
engineer with a degree in planning or in civil 
engineering, Write to Mrs. Evelyn Cummins, 
Personnel Officer, Department of Highways, Room 
420, District Building, Washington 4, D.C. 





Winston-Salem, North Carolina. Associate 
Planner. Salary, $4,320-5,280. Qualifications: 
degree in landscape architecture, architecture 
or civil engineering, plus 3 years experience; 
or degree in any of these fields plus a master's 
degree in city planning and at least 2 years 
experience. Write to W. H. Reich, Director of 
Personnel, City of Winston-Salem, City Hall, 
Winston-Salem, North Carolina. 




















ANNUAL REPORTS 


Guiding Growth. Annual Report 1952-1953. Los 
Angeles County Regional Planning Commission, 108 West 
Second Street, Los Angeles 12, California; Earl J. 
Esse, Director of Planning. 6%4pp.illus.charts,mps. 





Rebuilding Providence 1953. Sixth Annual Report, 
Providence Redevelopment Agency, City Hall, Provi- 
dence 3, Rhode Island; Donald M. Graham, Executive 
Director. Unpaged, mimeo. 





New Horizons for Seattle: 1953 Annual Report. 
Seattle City Planning Commission, 503 City-County 
Building, Seattle 4, Washington; John D. Spaeth, Jr., 


Director of Plamning. April 1954. 20pp.illus,mps, 
charts. 





Your City 1953. Steubenville City Planning Commission 
and Board of Zoning Appeals, City Hall, Steubenville, 
Ohio; Robert S. Russell, Planning Director. February 
1954. 16pp.charts.mimeo. 








PLANNING ADVISORY SERVICE 


The second of the two PLANNING ADVISORY 
SERVICE Information Reports on the Impact of 
Turbine Powered Aircraft Upon Land Near Airports 
(No. 64 - July 1954) discusses the noise problem 
and planning for appropriate land uses near 
jet airports. It deals with estimates of the 
extent of the noise field created by turbo- 
jet and turbo-prop aircraft, what can be done 
to minimize it, as well as the residual noise 
problem. 

The use of performance standards to measure 
the ground area affected by the traveling noise 
field and some planning measures that can be 
taken, even at this late date, to encourage 
camatible uses of land near existing jet airports 
are suggested. While residential uses may be 
wholly incompatible, there are proper and com- 
patible uses of land, including certain kinds 
of industry and certain types of agricultural 
land use. A conclusion to be found in the report 
is that the jet airport can be a good neighbor 
if there is good planning for the surrounding 
area. 

Turbine powered aircraft represent both a 
tremendous technological step forward and a new 
mode of air transportation. Planning problems 
that will occur as a comsequence are of a differ- 
ent order from the problems that have been common 
since the begiming of powered flight. New legal 
points have already arisen, and a few new tech- 
niques for dealing with their impact have been 
developed. These are reported on in the bulletin. 
Some unsolved questions are also raised for 
consideration. 














Cleveland Suburb Arrests 13 
As Trailer Park Occupants 


Step Taken After Ohio High Court 
Upholds 60-Day Limit On Residence 


CLEVELAND, July 8 (® —,60-day period. Subject to sim- 
Police in suburban Brooklyn|ilar fines on each trailer are 


arrested 13 trailer park occu- 
pants yesterday and obtained 
warrants for 74 others shortly 
after the Ohio Supreme Court 
upheld a village ordinance lim- 
iting trailer park occupancy 
to 60 days. 

The 13 trailer residents were 
held pending the posting of 
$200 cash bonds each. Brook- 
lyn Mayor John M. Coyne 
signed the warrants. 

The suburb’s law provides 
that each trailer resident is 
subject to a maximum fine of 
$49 a day for each day he re- 
mains in the camp after the 


the park’s operators. Former 
occupants may not return to 
the trailer camp for 90 days. 

Mayor Coyne said he would 
withhold service on the re- 
maining warrants on a promise 
by the trailer park’s operators, 
Earl and Myrtle Stary, to post 
$13,000 bond for the 87 persons. 

The Starys have been joined 
by the Ohio Trailer Coach As- 
Sociation in a 3%-year court 
fight over the ordinance. 

The Supreme Court held th 
ordinance was a valid exercise 
of police power which was 
— arbitrary nor unreason- 
able. 
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PERSONALS 


Stewart G. Bryant, graduate in planning from 
Harvard University, and recently associate planner 
with the Alameda County Planning Commission, Cali- 
fornia, has been named city planner for Mountain 
View, California. 


Henry M. DeNoble, traffic engineer, has been 
promoted to director of planning and traffic at 
Lubbock, Texas. Jack Miller, formerly with the City 
Engineering Department, will fill the position of 
planning engineer. 


Richard S. Deturk, formerly chief planner for 
the Nassau County, New York, Planning Commission, 
has assumed a new position with Mr. Frederick P. 
Clark, consultant, as resident planner at Milford, 
Connecticut. 


Paul S. Dulaney is planning director in Warren, 
Ohio, rather than in Waverly, as reported in last 
month's Newsletter. 


Charles E. Hatch, Alfred H. Samborn, and Jack 
N. Steketee announce the formation of an engineering 
partnership under the name of Hatch, Samborn, Steke- 
tee & Associates, with offices in the Toledo Terminal 
Building, Toledo 4, Ohio. 


Dudley S. Hinds, of the West Tennessee office 
of the Tennessee State Planning Commission, will 
join the Providence City Plan Commission as associate 
analyst. 


Glenn Hutchinson, assistant to the executive 
secretary, Southeastern Pennsylvania Regional Plan- 
ning Commission, and Evelyn Hutchinson announce the 
birth of a son, Paul Rowan, on June 5, 1954. 


Kosahu Ishihara, formerly with the planning 
section of the Ministry of Construction in Tokyo, 
has been made planning director of the Engineering 
Division of the Prefectural Government, Chiba City, 
Japan. 


Stanton James is currently in British West 
Africa with The Evangelical United Brethren Mission. 


William Johannsen, formerly with the Los Angeles 
County Engineer's Office, has been appointed assistant 
zoning administrator with the Alameda County, Cali- 
fornia, Planning Department. 


Logan A. McKee, Jr. has joined the staff of the 


City Planning Department in Columbia, S. C. 


Margy Ellin Meyerson, of Philadelphia, formerly 
ASPO research director, has recently received two 
prizes: Bryn Mawr's Susan B. Anthony award for the 
best paper dealing with the economic, social, or 
political position of women; and the prize for the 
state of Pennsylvania, awarded by the Highway Research 
Board in the Better Highways College contest, for 
her paper on "Implications of Sociological Research 
for Urban Passenger Transportation." 
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Robert C. Morris and Robert Zimmerman have been 
appointed as area planners on the staff of the Morris 
County, New Jersey, planning Board. 


Merle M. Phillips, formerly with Robinson & 
Farnham of Des Moines, Iowa, has been appointed 
village planner for Kettering, Ohio. 


Martin J. Rody, who recently graduated fron 
the University of North Carolina, is now working 
with Community Planning Associates, Princeton, New 
Jersey. 


The Salinas, California, Planning Commission 
announces the appointment of two junior planners: 
Robert Venable of Salt Lake City, and Joe Villa of 
Salinas. 


Edward N. Torbert has been granted posthumously 
a Distinguished Service Award by the U. S. Depart- 
ment of the Interior. Dr. Torbert served for many 
years with the Tennessee Valley Authority, the 
Pacific Northwest Regional Planning Commission, and 
the Bureau of Reclamation. In 1953, while serving 
with the Technical Cooperative Administration as 
an adviser on water resource development in Afghan- 
istan, he was fatally stricken with bulbar polio- 
myelitis. His death terminated an eminent career 
of nearly 18 years in government service. 


The Town Planning Institute announces that 
E. H. Doubleday has been elected president of the 
Institute for 1954-55 and will take office in November 
on the expiratim of the term of office of Sir Willian 
Holford. Mr. Doubleday is county planning officer 
for Hertfordshire. 


Glen R. Turner, formerly planning director in 
Lubbock, Texas, has been named chief planner with 
the Tulsa-Metropolitan Area Planning Commission. 


L. Ramachandrasa Vagale, having completed his 
academic studies and professional training in tht 
United States, is returning to India to take up 
planning and architectural assignments with the gov- 
ernment of the state of Mysore. Mr. Vagale attended 
IIT, where he received his master's degree. 


Roger Van Tassel, associate analyst with the 
Providence City Plan Commission, is leaving that 
organization to become an instructor in economics 
at Clark University. 


Francis Violich has been appointed acting chair- 
man of the Department of City and Regional Planning, 
University of California, at Berkeley, for the 
academic year 1954-55 during the absence of T. J. Kent 
on sabbatical leave. 


Dudley H. Woodbridge, who recently received 
his master's degree in city planning from the Massa- 
chusetts Institute of Technology, has been appointed 
senior planner with the Westbrook, Maine, Planning 
Board. 
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ROBERT E. BERNE, planning director for 
the city of Lakewood, Ohio, for the past six 
years, died at Lakewood on July 10, 1954, at 
the age of 38. Mr. Berne had been employed 
previously as planner in the offices of the 
Tennessee State Planning Commission and the 
Detroit City Plan Commission. 





TRACY D. LeMAY, director of the Metropolitan 
Planning Board of Toronto, died on July 28 at 
the age of 70. Mr. LeMay was born in England 
and joined the municipal staff of Toronto in 
1910 as official surveyor. He became planning 
commissioner of the city in 1931. Im 1948 he 
was elected first president of the Institute 
of Professional Town Planners of Canada. 





ROBERT M. WATKINS, chairman of the Maryland 
National Capital Park and Planning Commission, 
died July 3 at the age of 52. Mr. Watkins had 
been a member of the commission since 1939. He 
was also chairman of the National Capital Regional 
Planning Council. 








The September issue of the Newsletter will 
be the special Conference issue, and will be 
published about two weeks later than usual. The 
dates of the Conference this year will also 
affect the publication date of the October issue, 
which will be about one week late. 











CORRECTION 

The Community Planning Association of 
Canada has informed us that their new director 
is Eric Beecroft, replacing Jacques Simard who 
resigned in June after over a year's service 
as director. The error in our Newsletter story 
(July issue) arose because of a biographical 
note on Mr. Simard in a recent CPAC Newsletter. 

Mr. Beecroft, a graduate of the University 
of Toronto and Yale University, has had varied 
experience in universities and government service 
in the United States, including the Foreign 
Ecmomic Administration, Special Assistant to the 
Secretary of the Interior, and Loan Officer of 
the International Bank for Reconstruction and 
Development. 








WHAT 100 NEW FACTORY WORKERS MEANT TO THEIR COMMUNITY 
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EMPLOYMENT CHANGES 


Manufacturing 

Retail Trade +33 
Construction +25 
Professional and related services +14 
Transportation, communication and other public utilities +13 
Business and repair services +§ 
Wholesale trade +5 
Public administration +5 
Finance, insurance and real estate +4 
Entertainment and recreation services +2 
Industry not reported +2 
Forestry and fisheries +1 
Personal services 2 
Mining —? 
Agriculture —3 


Total, all industries +174 


INCREASE IN ANNUAL RETAIL SALES 


Grocery stores 
Eating and drinking places 


$70,000 
$30,000 





Department, dry goods and variety stores $45,000 
Clothing and shoe stores $25,000 
Automobile dealers $50,000 
Gasoline service stations $20,000 
Lumber yards and building materials dealers $15,000 
Other stores $105,000 
Total increase in annual retail sales $360,000 


Economic and other changes in nine counties having sub- 
stantial increases in manufacturing employment between 1940 
and 1950 are summarized above. 


Effects of increased manufacturing employment will depend 
upon the type of factory; nature of the labor force; nature, size 
and utilization of present community facilities; and many other 
factors. 


Reprinted from "What New Industrial Jobs Mean To 
A Community," Chamber of Commerce 


of the United States, 1954. 





PLANNING LEGAL NOTES 


Prepared by Walter H. Blucher 





Subdivision: City (In Ohio) Has No Authority Outside 
Of Limits To Insist On Larger Lots Than Required By 
Subdivision Statute. 

State of Ohio ex rel. Kahler-Ellis Co. v. Arthur 
R. Cline etal., in the Court of Common Pleas, Lucas 
County, Ohto, No. 177964, June 1954 (unreported). A 
mandamis action was brought by the owner of 4 subdivi- 
sion against the planning commission of Toledo, which 
had refused to approve a subdivision plat. The plat 
eamsisted of 223 lots ranging from 91.14 feet to 120 
feet in width, and from 110 feet to 115 feet in depth. 
A majority of the lots have an area of 11,000 square 
feet. The smallest has an area in excess of 10,000 
square feet, and the largest 12,650 square feet. 

The sole ground for the refusal of the planning 
commission to approve the plat is that it violates a 
rule of the commission requiring a minimum width of 
50 feet at the building line, a minimum depth of 
120 feet, and 6,000 square feet in area. 

The subdivision statute, which is the authority 
for the exercise of subdivision control outside of 
the city limits, authorizes a planning commission to 
adopt general rules governing plats to provide for 
the coordination of streets within the subdivision 
with existing streets and roads; to provide for the 
proper amount of open spaces for traffic, circulation 
and utilities, and for the avoidance of future con- 
gestion. The statute specifically requires that the 
regulation shall not require the dedication to the 
general public of open grounds or spaces other than 
streets and ways "nor impose a greater minimum lot 
area than 3,500 square feet .. ." 

The planning commission interpreted "nor impose 
a greater minimum lot area than 3,500 square feet" to 
mean that it may not require any parcels of land to 
contain less than 3,500 square feet of land. 

The court held otherwise. It said that the 
statute provides that the rules shall not impose a 
greater minimm lot area than 3,500 square feet, and 
therefore the city violated the express limitations 
of the statute by requiring a minimum lot size of 
50 feet by 120 feet with 6,000 square feet of area. 











Off-Street Parking Is A Public Purpose (Kansas). 
Contract For Lease Of Premises Held Illegal, 

State exre!. Hawks, County Attorney of Shawnee 
County v. City of Topeka et al., Supreme Court of 
Kansas, May 8, 1954, 270 P.2d 270. This is a pro- 
ceeding to test the constitutionality of the Kansas 
off-street parking law, under which the city of 
Topeka, Kansas, undertook to build off-street parking 
facilities. The 1953 statute provides that any city 
of the first class may acquire by purchase, lease, 
gift or condemation any land in or near areas zoned 
as business, commercial or industrial districts for 
off-street parking facilities, and my improve any 
such land by the construction of a building so as 
to provide parking facilities, etc. 

The city of Topeka surveyed the community and 
undertook to acquire two parcels of land, one of which 
was to be used for an off-street parking garage. The 
facilities were to be financed by revenue bonds in the 
sum of $2 million. A lease was entered into with Park 





Te 


and Shop, Inc., for the operation of the facilities, 
The lease provided, among other things, that Park and 
Shop would have the first opportunity to lease any 
future parking facilities. It provided also that it 
should have the right to pass upon the plans, etc. 

Three questions were raised. Did the act com- 
stitute an illegal delegation of legislative power to 
the city? The court held that it did not. Does the 
taking of private property for off-street parking 
constitute a public use? This was answered in the 
affirmative. Is the contract for a lease of the 
operation, management and control of the off-street 
parking facilities valid? The court said that the 
contract is invalid because the contract attempted 
to bind future legislative bodies. While the act 
authorizes the city to lease parking facilities in 
contract accordingly, "it does not contemplate or 
purport to authorize the city to comtract to lease all 
parking facilities to be acquired in the future." 


Off-Street Parking Is Not A Public Use When There 
Is No Public Control Over Rates (San Francisco). 
City and County of San Francisco v. Ross, 
District Court of Appeal, May 20, 1954, 270 P.2d 488, 
The city of San Francisco voted a $5 million bond 
issue for off-street parking purposes. It proposed to 
acquire a parcel of property at a cost of $1,750,000 
which would be leased to a private company. This 
company agreed to construct an off-street parking 
garage thereon with a capacity of not less than 900 
cars and a number of retail commercial stores. By the 
terms of the proposed lease, the city will not retain 
any control over the rates to be charged by lessee. 
The court held that the power of eminent domain 
could not be used for such acquisition. ". . . when 
the city seeks to condem property for the purpose of 
leasing it to a private operator for garage purposes 
and no control of rates is retained, the enterprise is 
not being operated for the general public good but for 
the benefit of a privileged few and primsrily for 
private gain. The use then becomes 4 private one." 





Quarry Is A Nuisance. Planning Commission As A 
Regulatory Body. 

Morton etal. v. Superior Court of State, in and 
for San Mateo Countyetal. People et al. v. Morton 
et al., District Court of Appeal, California, Apr. 
16, 1954, 269 P.2d 81. This is primarily a nuisance 
case involving 4 quarry operating in violation of 4 
local ordinance and in such 4 manner as to create 4 
nuisance. The court overruled a permanent injunction 
which had been issued, saying that an injunction 
should not have been issued permanently restraining 
the operation of a quarry, but that the nuisances 
complained of should have been ordered corrected. 

The case is reported because the San Mateo County 
Planning Commission is involved. It had refused to 
issue a permit for the operation of a quarry, pre- 
sumably on the ground that it was being operated 48 
a nuisance. The court held that the planning con- 
mission is as much bound by the rule restricting the 
right to prohibit lawful businesses where regulation 
is possible as a court. 
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ZONING DIGEST 


The zoning ordinance, it is well established, 
cannot remove a private restriction or covenant 
affecting a piece of property. A covenant is a 
contract entered into between two parties. To 
what extent, however, may the zoning ordinance 
be used as evidence of changing conditions, and 
to what extent is it persuasive that a change 
in restrictions or covenants should take place? 
A number of courts will not even permit intro- 
duction of the zoning ordinance. In a California 
case, however, the court held that while the 
zoning ordinance does not nullify restrictive 
covenants in deeds, "it is certainly persuasive 
evidence of a change in the immediate neighborhood 
of respondent's lot since the restrictions 
were imposed in 1913." In a cogent dissenting 
opinion, the court said, "if each lot next toa 
business lot is entitled to have the restrictions 
lifted, soon there would be no restrictions left 
in any tract." It is a well known fact that 
large areas have been zoned for commercial 
purposes in cities which will never be used for 
commercial purposes. Should the zoning ordinance 
be persuasive evidence that private restrictions 
can be violated? 

Another decision reported in the August 
ZONING DIGEST held that strip mining may be 
prohibited in a residential district. This is 
the opposite viewpoint from that taken by the 
supreme court of Illinois in a decision reported 
in the Newsletter a few months ago. 

Another important Pennsylvania decision 
held that a pending and proposed zoning ordinance 
is valid to stop construction and that 4 vested 
right was not acquired in a building permit. 
The same court, however, distinguished its opinion 
from that just described in holding that a vested 
right is acquired in a building permit under 
certain circumstances. 














CHICAGO PLANNING CONTEST JURY 


Henry T. Heald, Chancellor of New York Univer- 
sity, has been appointed to the jury of awards for 
the Carson Pirie Scott & Company Centennial Compe- 
tition in City Planning. Dr. Heald, a civil en- 
gineer, was for a number of years president of the 
Illinois Institute of Technology in Chicago, Vice- 
Chairman of the Chicago Land Clearance Commission, 
Chairman of the South Side Planning Board, and 
President of the Citizens' Building Code Committee 
of Chicago. 

Ralph Budd has withdrawn from the jury as 4 
result of his recent retirement from chairmanship 
of the Chicago Transit Authority. 


PLANNING ARTICLE 


"Community Adjustment to Economic Change - 
Newport, Arkansas." By A. James Meigs. MYonthly 


Review, Federal Reserve Bank of St. Louis, July 
1954, Vol.XXXVI, No. 7. 





THE CITY FIGATS BACK. Written for the Urban Land 
Institute, by Hal Burton. The Citadel Press, New’ 
York, 1954. 318pp.illus. $5.00. 

Books like this pzzzle me. Lloyd T. Barnard, 
chairman of the Urban Land Institute's Central Busi- 
ness District Council, says in the preface ". . . the 
writing of this book was entrusted to a professional 
writer, Hal Burton... it was our wish, and it is 
hoped, that this book, written as nearly as possible 
in a colloquial style, will interest not only those 
with a specific financial stake in the downtown 
district, but every thinking citizen as well - home 
owner, worker, industrialist and all the varied 
groups which make our American commmnity so unique." 

After this the book goes into some 190 pages of 
Mr. Burton's "colloquial" editing and writing. It 
is a public relations job, and I am quite sure that 
those of us who are not initiated in the craft skills 
of hucksterism, Prose Packed With Punches, and Selling 
The American Public should not judge stuff like this 
too harshly. Recognizing my own limitations to pass 
on such things, I must nevertheless point out two 
mjor weaknesses. 

The first is that this is probably the most 
poorly written book that I have read for the past 
five or ten years. If this way of presenting pap 
is the only way that we can talk to the citizens 
about urban problems, then Heaven help us! 

Perhaps the mannerism which bothered me as much 
as any was Mr. Burton's quotations from Anonymous 
Authorities. In Mr. Burton's picturesque language 
these included a "sage planner" (p.34), a "noted 
municipal expert" (p.2k), a “civic minded business 
man" (p.44), a "thoughtful Chicago civic leader" 
(p.45), a "noted citizen of Pittsburgh" (p.112) and 
last, but not least, a "sapient student of metro- 
politan growth" (p.47). 

I don't know whom the author of this book thinks 
he was writing for, but it certainly wasn't the same 
crowd that I have talked to at meetings of planning 
commissions, chambers of commerce, citizen organiza- 
tions, or even the very emotional group which always 
seems to attend hearings on zoning variances. 

The second mjor weakness of this book is its 
content, the glib way in which all problems are 
solved or being solved, and the broad generalizations. 

The one royal road to solving city problems is 
to appoint a central business district advisory 
council, according to Mr. Burton's text. The other 
major tool, as might be expected, is a public rela- 
tions program. 

He cites with enthusiasm the fact that in one 
city "a huge civic center [will replace] some of the 
most noisome slums in the United States." He says 
nothing about how we might take care of what, to 
him, must be the noisome slum dwellers. 

He recommends "an active, alert citizens com- 
mittee . . . to keep zoning up to date, and to keep 
the long range planners on their toes." 

I suppose one thing that bothers me is that 
the last publication of the Urban Land Institute 
which I read (Community Rutlders Handbook, ASPO 
Newsletter, June 1954, p.56) was such a practical 
useful volume that I cannot understand whatever 
possessed them to let something like this loose on 
the public. (DOH) 
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ASPO receives more than 600 planning books, pamphlets and reports each month, 
It is possible to mention only a very limited number and to do justice to only a few 
of them. Copies may be secured from publishers. ASPO does not have copies for 
distribution, 


Picnning Literature 


THE RURAL-URBAN FRINGE. A Study of Adjustment to 
Residence Location. By Walter T. Martin. The Uni- 
versity Press, University of Oregon, Eugene, Oregon. 
1953. $1.25. (The area studied was the metropolitan 
region outside Eugene-Springfield, Oregon, - total 
1950 metropolitan population, about 76,000. Data 
were obtained by personal interview of 4 carefully 
constructed sample. Results to a large extent agreed 
with Richard Dewey's classic study of Milwaukee 
suburbanites, and are probably more accurate for the 
universe sampled. Sex and age are shown to have 
significant correlation with satisfaction with fringe 
area life. Students of the journey to work might 
ponder this statement: "The ten-, fifteen-, or even 
thirty-minute drive to work in the morning or home 
for the evening meal apparently is not enough to 
curdle the mle's enthusiasm for fringe-area resi- 
dence, and is, as a matter of fact, considered by 
many an enjoyable part of the day's routine.") 


LIVING AND WORKING IN WEST VANCOUVER. H. Peter 
Oberlander and Ira M. Robinson, Corporation of the 
Municipal District of West Vancouver, Municipal Hall, 
West Vancouver, British Columbia. 1954. 42pp.mps, 
charts,tables. $2.00. (An excellent study of the 
economy of the mmnicipal district and of its ability 
to pay for future improvements. This study is in- 
tended to supply the basic economic data required 
for community planning as a continuing process of 
municipal government. EF) 


METROPOLITAN GOVERNMENT AND PLANNING. A Selected 
Bibliography. Prepared by "1313" Joint Reference 
Library, for the American Municipal Association, 1313 
E. 60th Street, Chicago 37, Illinois; Carl Chatters, 
Executive Director. May 1954. 33pp.mimeo. $1.00. 


OUR CITIFIED COUNTY. Regional Planning Commission, 
415 The Arcade, Cleveland 14, Ohio; Proctor Noyes, 
Director. 1954. 29pp.illus.maps,charts. (A study 
of Cuyahoga County and its land use.) 


POPULATION PATTERNS IN THE MARYLAND-WASHINGTON 
REGIONAL DISTRICT. Technical Bulletin No. 1. The 
Maryland-National Capital Park and Planning Commis- 
sion, 8500 Colesville Road, Silver Spring, Maryland; 


William C. Burrage, Director of Planning. April 
1954. l2pp.maps. 
THE POPULATION OF SAN FRANCISCO 1900-1950. A Half 


Century of Change. San Francisco Department of City 
Planning, 100 Larkin Street, San Francisco, Calif- 


ornia; Paul Oppermann, Director of Planning. March 
1954. 27pp.maps,charts,tables. 
ESTIMATES OF FUTURE SCHOOL MEMBERSHIPS, Raleigh 


Department of Planning, City Hall Annex, Raleigh, 
North Carolina; Herbert W. Stevens, Director. May 
1954. Upp.charts,tables. $1.00 


BOULDER PUBLIC SCHOOLS: PAST, PRESENT AND FUTURE? 
Boulder County School District No. 3, Municipal 
Building, Boulder, Colorado. September 1953. 60pp. 


Th 


HELICOPTER OPERATION AND DESIGN REQUIREMENTS. A 
condensed record of the Symposium on the Operation 
and Design Requirements of Helicopters, held dur- 
ing the Sixth Annual Technical Conference of IATA 
at Puerto Rico in April 1953. International Air 
Transport Association, International Aviation Build- 
ing, Montreal 3, P.Q., Canada. 183pp. $6.00. 
(Every planning commission seriously considering 
the planning of 4 heliport should have this publi- 
cation on hand for consulting on the many new prob- 
lems that will arise in connection with heliports. 
It reports, as of April 1953, the latest thinking 
of helicopter experts the world over. There is 
one chapter on heliport requirements, and the others 
deal with such topics as the transport roles of 
the helicopter; route characteristics; operations; 
helicopter design characteristics--including noise 
considerations; passenger handling procedures; econon- 
ics; and requirements for further development. MMcL) 


PATTERN FOR COMMERCIAL USAGE. Part-2 - Policy 
Conclusions, Master Plan 1954. Wichita City Planning 
Commission, 304 City Building, Wichita 2, Kansas; 
J. Thomas Via, Planning Director. 9pp.illus. (One 
of the best written and most attractive brochures 
for public education we have seen in a long time.) 


WHAT NEW INDUSTRIAL JOBS MEAN TO A COMMUNITY. Eco- 
nomic Research Department, Chamber of Commerce of 
the United States, Washington 6, D.C. 1954. l2pp. 
chart. 


EMPLOYEE TRANSPORTATION SURVEY. A Study of the 
Journey to Work. South Side Planning Board, 2018 
Calumet Avenue, Chicago 16, Illinois; Morris H. 
Hirsh, Executive Director. 1954. 30pp.illus.mps, 
charts. $1.50. 


HOW CLEVELAND MERCHANTS CAN SECURE OFF-STREET PARKING 
BY THE BENEFIT-ASSESSMENT METHOD. Cleveland City 
Planning Commission, 501 City Hall, Cleveland 14, 
Ohio; James M. Lister, Planning Director. June 1954. 
23pp. 


REGULATING SUBDIVISIONS. The Control of Plats, 
Subdivisions, or Dedications. By Floyd M. Jennings 
and Ernest H. Campbell. Information Bulletin No. 167, 
Association of Washington Cities, 250 Smith Hall, 
University of Washington, Seattle 5, Washington; 
Chester Biesen, Executive Secretary. May 1954. 41pp. 


SEPTIC TANK SOIL ABSORPTION SYSTEMS FOR DWELLINGS. 
Construction Aid 5, Division of Housing Research, 
HHFA. Available from Superintendent of Documents, 
U. S. Government Printing Office, Washington 25, D.C. 
February 1954. 34pp.illus. 25¢. 


COMMUNITY WATER SUPPLIES - INVENTORY AND ADEQUACY. 
By Walter L. Picton. Business Information Service, 
U. S. Department of Commerce, Washington 25, D. C. 
June 1954. 20pp. 25¢. (Contains basic information 
on urban water supply systems, giving some idea of 
the adequacy for cities of 25,000 population or more.) 
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